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CITY-COUNTY PLANNING DIVISION 
Planning and Community Services Department 
2825, 3rd Avenue North 
4th Floor 
Billings, MT 59102 
406-247-8676 
www.ci.billings.mt.us/planning 
 

November 2016 Report 

To: Board of County Commissioners, City Administrator, Mayor and City Council, Planning 
Board, Zoning Boards and Commissions, Planning and Community Services Department 
Director 

From: Wyeth Friday, AICP, Director, Planning and Community Services Department 

Date: December 15, 2016 

 
 
Below is a list of items that the Planning Division has been working on for the past month. 
  
Meeting Management and Support 
Planning staff supported the regular meetings of the following Boards, Committees, and 
Commissions in November 2016. Each entity met once unless otherwise noted: 

• Yellowstone County Board of Planning (2) 
• City Zoning Commission 
• City Board of Adjustment 
• County Board of Adjustment 
• Historic Preservation Board 

 
Long-Range Planning: 
East Billings Urban Renew District Master Plan Implementation – The Exposition Drive 
Pedestrian Crossing Feasibility Study is underway to determine the best way to get pedestrians 
across Exposition Drive between METRA Park and the EBURD area as further development 
occurs in the EBURD that will support events and activities at METRA Park. This study is being 
funded by EBURD TIF funds. Please contact BIRD Coordinator Tim Goodridge at the BIRD 
offices at 1413 4th Ave. N., Suite C, Phone: 272-4321 for information on BIRD activities. 
 
South Billings Boulevard Urban Renewal District Master Plan Implementation – The South 
Billings Urban Renewal Association (SBURA) meets at the Billings SportsPlex, 5000 Southgate 
Drive. SBURA meetings are held the first Tuesday of each month at 7 pm. The SBURA met on 

http://www.ci.billings.mt.us/planning
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November 1 and PRPL staff provided a presentation on the Optimist Park Master Plan. There 
was discussion on concerns with development of roads on the west side of the Park and the 
amount of off-street parking proposed in the Park and its location. It was decided that PRPL staff 
would directly contact property owners along the west side of the park to solicit comment on the 
proposed road extensions and parking areas off of Mitchell and Ryan avenues and bring back 
that information and the master plan for action by the SBURA Board in December. The Master 
Plan is half funded by TIF assistance.  For more information on activities in the SBURA, please 
contact Steve Zeier at 670-6969 or steve@zeierconsulting.com 
 
Infill Development Policy Implementation – While staff continues to consult the Policy when 
reviewing land use applications in the City, implementing the strategies in the Infill 
Development Policy are on hold due to limited staff time and resources, and other projects taking 
priority. Staff hopes to revisit this effort more directly in 2017. 
 
VISTA Working with Planning Division and Billings School District #2 – VISTA Sara 
Channell is continuing to further the Kids in Motion (KIM) partnership between the City-County 
Planning Division, Billings Public Schools and the Education Foundation for Billings Public 
Schools, with presenting sponsorship from St. Vincent Healthcare, to enhance programming, 
education, and activities in order to increase access to education and encourage students to walk 
and bike to school. Sara worked on KIM events at area schools this fall in September and 
October. She is now focused on some fund raising efforts for the program as well as preparing 
for spring events and coordinating some added educational programs. Visit the KIM website or 
the KIM Facebook Page at https://www.facebook.com/kidsinmotionbilling for more information. 
Sara may be reached at the City-County Planning Division office at plnvista1@ci.billings.mt.us 
or at 237-6277. 
 
City/County Growth Policy – The 2016 City of Billings Growth Policy and 2016 Lockwood 
Growth Policy were both adopted earlier this year. Planning staff will be meeting with the Board 
of County Commissioners to discuss the update process for the County Growth Policy for the 
more rural areas of Yellowstone County in early 2017. 
 
Community Events/Training 
The Division hosted one webinar for staff and the public in November.  Webinars are advertised 
via email and on the Division’s website and anyone is welcome to attend. The webinar in 
November was provided by the Association of Pedestrian and Bicycle Professionals and was 
titled “Transitions between Bikeway Facilities”. 
 
Special Projects/Assignments 

• Supporting the Suburban Subdivision Design Standards Committee. The Committee was 
formed by the Yellowstone County Board of Planning and is working to make 
recommendations on new standards for subdivision development in the County but 
within the Unified Zoning District Area. The overall intent is to improve safety, 
predictability of design and enable better future transitions from County development to 
development in the City of Billings and Lockwood area. The Committee has made four 
stakeholder presentations to receive feedback on the proposals. The input has been 
constructive and the Committee has made some adjustments to the draft regulations and 
will bring the amendments forward for review and adoption in January.  

mailto:steve@zeierconsulting.com
http://kidsinmotionvolunt.wix.com/kimbillings
https://www.facebook.com/kidsinmotionbilling
mailto:plnvista1@ci.billings.mt.us
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• Serving on the Healthy PLACES Working Group through RiverStone Health to 
participate in various programs to review implementation of the 2016 Complete Streets 
Policy, 2016 City of Billings Growth Policy, the Infill Development Policy, and City 
Council Strategic Plan.  

• Serving on the City’s Traffic Control Board 
• Serving on the Billings Preservation Society 
• Serving on the Billings Depot, Inc. Board 
• Facilitating Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee monthly meetings 
• Serving as technical advisory staff for the Lockwood Pedestrian Safety Committee 
• Efforts to coordinate installation of “bike staples” are ongoing and will continue as time 

is available in 2017. The Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee organized a bicycle 
parking meeting, which led to a 35 block boundary area for a downtown bicycle parking 
master plan.  The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for early 2017 with a goal of 
being prepared to apply for a Spring 2017 People for Bikes grant for staple racks.   

• Staff continues project management on the Complete Streets Progress Report with 
internal and external community stakeholders to continue data collection, analysis and 
evaluation.  Document completion and publication is expected in early 2017. 

• Alta Planning + Design is the consultant for the update of the Billings Bikeway and Trail 
Master Plan. The project Oversight Committee began meeting in May and a first public 
meeting was conducted on June 30. The second public meeting is scheduled for today, 
Thursday, December 15 at the Library Community Room at 4:30 pm.  For more 
information regarding the plan update, please go to this link:  www.billingstrails.com. 

• The Community Transportation Safety Plan (CTSP) is moved through the adoption 
process in November and will go to the PCC on December 20.  The plan is available for 
review at this link: http://mt-billings3.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/View/33404     

• The North Elevation Neighborhood National Register Historic District nomination was 
submitted to the Keeper in Washington D.C. for review last month.  We received notice 
on December 12, 2016 that the nomination was approved at the end of November and 
Billings now has its first National Register Residential District.  The Historic 
Preservation Officer, the Yellowstone Historic Preservation Board, the Western Heritage 
Center and the Pioneer Park Task Force will be meeting to discuss next steps.  The 
neighborhood is eligible for a National Register District Sign, individual property owners 
are eligible for National Register signage for individual properties and each property will 
receive a certificate.   

• Planning initiated the Billings MPO Household Travel Survey RFP in October.  This 
survey is approved in the 2017 UPWP with the intent to collect data necessary for the 
future development of a Billings MPO Multi-modal Travel Demand Model.  Two 
proposals were returned and a selection committee reviewed them in November and 
selected Westat, an international analysis and survey firm well versed in travel demand 
surveys from small communities to major metropolitan areas. The contract process is 
underway and it is anticipated that Council will see this contract in January 2017. 

 
 
See Staff Project Priorities and Application Review Activity in 2016 Below 

http://www.billingstrails.com/
http://mt-billings3.civicplus.com/DocumentCenter/View/33404
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Planning Division Staff Project Priorities and Goals 2016 - 2017

Project/Goal Priority
Completion 
Date

Assist - Census 2020 Redistricting
Growth Policy Revision* ** 1 6/1/16
Transportation Safety Plan* 1 9/1/16
Complete Streets Progress Report* ** 1 11/1/16
Billings Area Bikeway and Trail Master Plan 1 3/1/17
Update Records Retention/Review Process 2 12/1/15
Zoning Code Revitalization - Begin Review and Discussion** 2 11/1/19
Suburban Subdivision Design Standards 2 10/1/16
Annual Commuter Challenge 2 5/31/16
5th Avenue North Corridor Study (will not be completed) 2 10/31/16
Online Permitting and Application Delivery 2 3/1/17
Mobile Food Vendors 2 11/1/16
Bike Parking Facilities* ** 3 12/1/16
Built Environment and Health Equity Working Group 3 11/1/16
Annexation Policy Review 3 10/1/16
Development of Billings Traffic Model 3 6/1/17
Assist - Downtown Parking Strategic Plan 3 12/1/17
Assist - City Wide Park Master Plan 3 12/1/16
Assist - TEDD - Lockwood 3 12/1/16
Active Transportation Web Page Development** 5 Ongoing
Kids in Motion 5 Ongoing
Neighborhood Task Force/Adjacent Neighborhood Support 5 Ongoing
Update Public Participation Plan/Outreach 5 Ongoing
TIFD Administrative Application/Support 5 Ongoing
Data Imaging System for Traffic Counts and Zoning Files* 5 Ongoing
Infill Policy Implementation** 5 Ongoing
Permanent Funding Sources - (Grants, Levy, Bond) - Bike/Ped Facilities 5 Ongoing
Board and Commission Training 5 Ongoing

Worked on in November
Completed
* Aligns with 2016 Planning Work Plan
** Aligns with 2014 Council Strategic Plan and Initiatives and BOCC Initiatives
Priority Index
1 = Next 3 Months
2 = Next 6 Months
3 = Next 12 Months
4=  2016-2017
5= Ongoing
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      July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar April May  June 
YTD 
Totals 

SUBDIVISION 
Pre-Application 
Meetings                             

    City 0 0 0 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 
    County 2 3 2 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 
    Total 2 3 2 7 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 17 
  Preliminary Plats                             
    City 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 
    County 0 0 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 
    Total 1 0 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 
  Final Plats                             
    City 1 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 
    County 6 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 
    Total 7 1 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 11 
  Exempt Plats                             
    City 2 2 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 7 
    County 9 6 5 5 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 29 
    Total 11 8 5 7 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 36 
ZONING                               
  Neighborhood Meetings                             
    City 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 
    County 1 0 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 
    Total 2 1 2 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 
  Zone Changes                             
    City 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 
    County 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 
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    Total 1 3 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 8 
  Special Reviews                             
    City 1 2 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 6 
    County 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
    Total 1 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 
  Variances                             
    City 5 3 3 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 13 
    County 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 
    Total 5 3 3 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 15 
                                

  Medical Corridor 
City 
Only 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

                                
  Zoning Clarifications                             
    City 8 8 9 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 36 
    County 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 
    Total 10 10 9 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 40 
                                
  Zoning Compliance Permits (YC) 6 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 10 
                                

  
Master Site Plan 
Reviews 

City 
Only 1 1 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 

                                

  Annexations 
City 
Only 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 

                                

  Deannexations 
City 
Only 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

                                
  Fence Permits                             
    City 7 12 10 13 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 45 
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    County 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
    Total 7 12 10 13 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 45 
  Sign Permits     

 
                      

    City 17 11 18 15 11 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 72 
    County 4 0 2 2 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 
    Total 21 11 20 17 12 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 81 
  Temp. Sign Permits                             
    City 2 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 
    County 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
    Total 2 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 
  Temp. Use Permits                             

 
  City 0 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 

 
  County 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

 
  Total 0 3 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 5 

 
Building Permit Reviews City 82 85 48 80 65 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 360 

 

 

 

 


